Icefall

Matthew J. Kirby, Read by Jenna Lamia • Unabridged • SEPTEMBER 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.

A perfect pairing of text and narration shines in this magnificent blend of mythology and mystery. Jenna Lamia’s youthful voice lends credence to the listening experience, and her engaging delivery keeps the listener eagerly awaiting each chapter. Set in the time of the Vikings, Kirby’s book is rich in Norse mythology. As she tells her story, young Solveig sounds as if she is recounting a dream. Her words hang in the frosty air of the far North. As she moves smoothly between the characters, Lamia’s pacing and cadence are perfect for this mystery. Included are notes about Norse mythology as well as an author interview. J.K.R. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine


Forever

Maggie Stiefvater, Read by Jenna Lamia, Pierce Cravens, Dan Bittner, Emma Galvin, Maggie Stiefvater • Unabridged • SEPTEMBER 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.

The sequel to SHIVER and LINGER recounts Sam’s efforts to relocate his shape-shifting wolf pack. A superb cast of narrators augments Stiefvater’s intimate writing. There’s no weak link here: Four narrators depict Isabelle, Grace, Cole, and Sam with unwavering skill. Their proficiency lets listeners climb inside each character and see his or her world close up. As Sam, Pierce Cravens is the introspective storyteller who keeps the shifting story clear. As Isabelle and Cole, Emma Galvin and Dan Bittner display flawless pacing. Bittner’s gritty voice delivers fluid phrases that expose the complex character of the swaggering, washed-up rock-star god. Jenna Lamia subtly hints at Grace’s sense of humor without overacting or seeming stilted. Stiefvater herself narrates a section—and composed the recording’s original music. Savvy production choices make this a stellar full-cast performance. C.A. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine
Dear America: Like the Willow Tree

 
Lois Lowry, Read by Sara Barnett • Unabridged • JANUARY 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.


When their parents fall victim to the influenza epidemic of 1918, 11-year-old Lydia Pierce and her older brother, Daniel, are taken by their uncle to live in the Shaker community at Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Through Lydia’s diary entries we come to experience Shaker life and to appreciate her grieving, acceptance, and eventual appreciation for the community. Elaina David is a fresh, earnest narrator. With an unpretentious voice and steady pacing she maintains the intensity of Lydia’s observations on her new life. Portraying a girl who is experiencing so much change, David is sad but never maudlin, complimentary but never saccharine. Historical information about the Sabbathday Lake Shaker community past and present and Shaker music complete the production. The team of Lowry and David has created a satisfying tribute to Shaker life. A.R. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine [Published: JUNE 2011]

Beauty Queens

Libba Bray, Read by Libba Bray • Unabridged • JUNE 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.

Author–narrator Libba Bray starts with this premise: What would happen if a plane carrying Teen Dream Beauty Queens were to crash on an (almost) deserted island, leaving a handful of girls with no chaperones? She ends with an expertly crafted tale of girl power, a social commentary, and a hilarious spoof on popular TV shows and classic books. As narrator, Bray puts her theatrical background to good use, changing accents, register, and pitch so smoothly and consistently that listeners will forget there's but a single narrator. From the Texas drawl of Taylor Rene Krystal Hawkins (gun-carrying homecoming queen) to the Yankee accent of Adina Greenberg (feminist journalist from New Hampshire), Bray gives each character a distinct, recognizable voice. The addition of thoughtful sound effects makes this “un-turn-off-able.” C.B.L. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine
Beauty Queens.

Book List Magazine

Bray, Libba (Author) and Bray, Libba (Reader)

Jun 2011. Scholastic, CD, $44.99. (9780545315234).

Bray grabs the microphone and lets loose in her reading of the lighthearted, laugh-out-loud mayhem that ensues when an airplane carrying a load of teen beauty queens crashes on an island, leaving the teen contestants without their styling products and more. The terrific story includes plenty of frank and meaty reflections on gender, sexuality, commercialism, and social expectations, all lurking beneath the fluffy froth of high-heeled humor. But it’s Bray’s absolutely brilliant narration makes this a must-have audio. Theatrically trained Bray (the author of the Printz Award–winning Going Bovine) is hugely hilarious in her voicings of Miss Teen Dream contestants, from a Texan-twanged alpha-gal to breathy, birdbrained southern princesses and transgender Miss Rhode Island. Scattered throughout the text are commercial breaks, footnotes, television-show clips, and other ephemeral bits of fun, allowing Bray to turn on an advertising-announcer persona. Clever sound-production doodads include a chime that brackets the footnotes, mood-setting music, and manipulated distortions to audible effects that surely echo the original soundtrack in Bray’s head. A concluding stream-of-consciousness author interview provides a witty glimpse into the inspiration and creation of the book. A surefire YA and adult crossover hit and a clear connection to William Golding’s classic Lord of the Flies and Scott Westerfeld’s Uglies (2005), this offers some hard-hitting—but very funny—truths about what lies beneath the surface of manufactured identity.

— Mary Burkey



Strings Attached
  
Judy Blundell, Read by Emma Galvin • Unabridged • JUNE 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.

Redheaded Kit Corrigan is a dancer with a dream who has fled her Providence, Rhode Island, family and her volatile sweetheart, Billy, to head for Broadway lights. Emma Galvin expertly depicts the exciting world of the theater in 1950s New York. The glamour of uptown nightclubs, the mystique of Greenwich Village, and the postwar optimism of young chorus girls play out against a background of the Korean War, Red scares, and nuclear foreboding. When Billy’s father, who works for the Mafia, offers her a deal that could help Kit survive in the city, the plot takes a suspenseful turn. Galvin negotiates flashbacks and period details without ever losing the story’s tension. At the end, Judy Blundell takes a curtain call to answer listeners’ questions with warmth and charm. M.C.T. © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine

Strings Attached 

(unabr.). 8 CDs. 8:57 hrs. Scholastic Audiobooks. 2011. ISBN 978-0-545-28291-8. $49.99.
Gr 7 Up–It’s 1950 and 17-year-old dancer Kit Corrigan has recently fled Providence, RI, and her former boyfriend, Billy, arriving in New York City with big dreams. In a lucky break, she scores a small part in a Broadway production, but she knows luck doesn’t last. When Billy’s estranged father, “dapper gangster Nate the Nose Benedict,” a lawyer for the mob, shows up unexpectedly requesting her help to make things right, he convinces her that they both want the same thing—Billy’s happiness.  In return, he promises to help her, with no strings attached. However, Kit soon learns that there’s no such thing as a free lunch, job, apartment, or fancy clothes. When a gangster Nate asked her to spy on is found dead, Kit becomes terrified and begins searching for the truth, only to discover that often life is a sticky web of lies woven one string at a time. Judy Blundell has written an intriguingly dark page-turning novel (Scholastic 2011) built on the shattered innocence of youth and filled with secrets, deceit, murder, and tangled relationships. Occasional chapter flashbacks to Kit’s complicated past weave a history that reflects her actions in the present. Narrator Imma Gaivin’s range of accents from New York to Irish is superb. A must have!–Cheryl Preisendorfer, Twinsburg City Schools, OH
The Eleventh Plague

Jeff Hirsch, Read by Dan Bittner • Unabridged • AUGUST 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Ten years after the U.S. has been devastated by biological warfare wrought by China, Stephen and his family survive by scavenging the American landscape. Dan Bittner skillfully embodies the teen as tragedy strikes and Stephen must suddenly fend for himself. Ending up in a real town for the first time ever, Stephen experiences conflict between his distrust of strangers and his longing for the idyllic existence he glimpses. Each outburst, each emotional shutdown, each request for help is perfectly believable when presented in Bittner’s even but emotionally layered delivery. When Stephen befriends Jenny, a girl ostracized because of her Chinese heritage, a prank incites war in the town. Bittner’s well-tempered narration suits both the action scenes and the moral conundrums that follow. J.M. © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine
Fever Crumb

Philip Reeve, Read by Philip Reeve • Unabridged • APRIL 2011
Scholastic Audiobooks • Trade Ed.
Scholastic Audiobooks • Library Ed.

In a far-future, post-technological London, where Piccadilly Circus has become Pickled Eel Circus and “blog” is a favored expletive, heroine Fever Crumb struggles to unravel her mysterious past and find her place in the changing world. Author Philip Reeve's gently British narration may well remind listeners of Neil Gaiman's reading of THE GRAVEYARD BOOK—Reeve demonstrates the same storyteller's passion for his world and words and the same affection for his characters. Rough characters get rough accents, suspense builds and builds, and every bit of clever wordplay and brilliant imagery leaps off the page. The result will leave listeners utterly charmed and eager for the next installment in the series. J.M.D. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2011, Portland, Maine

